ANIMAL LItfK

Each of these vestigial organs tells a story of sonic past
adaptation to conditions, one that is no longer needed in
the life of the species. They have the same place in the
study of animals that silent letters have in the study of
words. For example, in our word knight the k and (jh arc
no longer sounded; but our ancestors used thorn both, JIH
the Germans do to-day in their cognate word KmcM* So
with the French word tvmps, which means time, in which
both p and s are silent. The Romans, from whom the
French took this word, needed all its letters, for they spoiled
and pronounced it tempiix. In general, every silent lot tor
in every word was once sounded. In like in mi nor, every
vestigial structure was once in use and helpful or necessary
to the life of the animal which possessed it.
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